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RECENT CASES 

Annuities — Apportionment. — Brown v. Brown, 76 Atl. 846 (Md.). — 
Held, that under the rule that annuities are not apportionable, except in 
specified cases, an annuity to the wife of the testator's son payable on the 
decease of the son and during the wife's lifetime was not apportionable, 
and on her decease before the payment of an installment her adminis- 
trators were not entitled thereto; the provision not being for the wife's 
maintenance. Briscoe and Burke, J. J., dissenting. 

It is a general rule of the common law followed in Chancery that 
sums of money payable periodically at fixed times are not apportionable 
during the intervening periods. Dexter v. Phillips, 121 Mass. 178. There 
is, however, the apparent exception of an annuity for the support of an 
infant or for the support of a married woman living apart from her 
husband. In re Lackawanna Iron & Coal Co., 57 N. J. E. 26. But the 
common law rule has generally been modified by statute. Nading v. 
Elliot, 137 Ind. 261. And the interest on promissory notes of individuals 
and of incorporated companies has been held apportionable between the 
days on which it was stipulated to be paid. Dexter v. Phillips, supra 
Yet where the annuity is payable on a certain qay some courts hold 
that there can be no apportionment. Heizer v. Heizer, 71 Ind. 526 ; Henry 
v. Henderson, 81 Miss. 743. And that the personal representatives can- 
not compel an apportionment or pro rata payment. Nehls v. Sauer, 119 
la. 440, Nading v. Elliot, supra. Contra, Parker v. Seeley, 56 N. J. E. 
110; Weston v. Weston, 125 Mass. 268. 

Constitutional Law — Schools and School Districts — Religious 
Exercises. — People v. Board of Education, 95 N. E. 251 (III.).— Held, 
that the reading of the Bible in a public school is violative of the Con- 
stitutional Article prohibiting the appropriation of any public funds in aid 
of any sectarian purpose. Hand and Cartwright, J. J., dissenting. 

The weight of authority is against the proposition as laid down in the 
above case. Most of the jurisdictions in which the question has been con- 
sidered have held that such reading and repeating of the Bible or parts 
thereof is not a violation of the Constitutional rights of a taxpayer, 
whose children are not required to be present during such exercises. 

Moore v. Monroe, 64 Iowa 367; Church v. Bullock, Tex (109 

S. W. 115). The Massachusetts courts have held that a school com- 
mittee might order the Bible read in school. No Constitutional ques- 
tion, however, was raised in this case. Spiller v. Woodburn, 12 Allen 127. 
In one State the use of "Readings from the Bible," consisting of general 
moral precepts, as a supplemental text book of reading where the teacher 
makes no comment thereon and where any pupil may be excused there- 
from on application of parent or guardian has been held to be no viola- 
tion of the Constitution. Pfeiffer v. Board of Education, 118 Mich. 560. 
On the other hand a few cases support the principal case in holding that 
the reading of the Bible and singing of hymns is sectarian instruction 



